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Mode of preventing Fire, 
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for the Sei/tut Monthly Magazine. 

MR. EDITOR, 

IN common with those of our sex 
who duly estimate tlie worth of 
" lovely woman," and teel happy iti 
promoting their comfort and security, 
1 much admire the solicitude with 
which your cotemporaries have at 
different limes published such hints 
and instructions, as seem calculated 
to obviate the calamitous consequen- 
ces, frequenlly attending the acci- 
dental cpmniunication of fire, to the 
clothes of wonien. 

The horror that instantly seizes the 
feculties of the sufferer (and of the 
spectator* if possessing sensibility) when 
such accidents occur, proves an al- 
most insuperable obstacle to the ap- 
plication of such- remedies, as are 
naturally suggested in the absence of 
danger. 

At this season, when the cheering 
influence of fire is most necessary, 
the chance of such accidents is con- 
sequently greater. 

Although it may be hoped that 
tlie care which the ladies generally 
take, to preserve their complexions, 
shottld induce them to keep a due 
distance from strong fires, it may be 
useful, to. remind them of Jhe ne- 
cessity of that precaution, on account 
of the danger to which they are ex- 
posed, from the lightness of the fa- 
brics in which the present fashion has 
dressed them. 

'i'he " woven winds" in which they 
array themselves, even when winter, 

"Bars the doors wi' drivin? snaw," 
are extremely liable, on approaching 
a fire-place, to be suddeiuy drawn 
forward by the current of air which 
ciMiatantly rushes towards the fire. 

However . useful such precautious 
may be hoped to prove, I much fear 
tliey aie tir fruui sufficient ti) tlie 
prevenivm of the accidents to which 
they apply, 'i'lie-se generally occur 
ill an unguarded and -uuiuspecting 
moment,, and therefore no preventives 
can be recommended, with hope of 
complete success, but such as are 
calculated to protect from injuty, as 
well in the moment of forgetfulness, 
as of caution. 

Of this description tiire screens 
seem the best that can be recommend- 
ed, and are certamly well adapted 
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to prevent the shocking accidents 
which loo frequently happen to womeii 
and children ; as tliey admit females 
to approach close to a fire, whilst 
they effectually prevent tbeir clothes 
being cairied forward by the curieut 
of air. 

I know not whether your Hard- 
ware shops are supplied with them, 
but should suppose they are, havhig 
ssen thetn used in your neighbour- 
hood, of nice construction. If not, I 
presume we have artists that could 
hirnish them. They should be made 
slightly convex, and liave hooks by 
which they may be fastened to the 
chimney-piece, to prevent their being 
pulled down by cliildren. 

By their use, parents are relieved 
from the incessant anxiety and watch- 
fidness mcident to tlie care of chil- 
dren, whil-!t in a room where there 
is a fire ; a circumstance of itself sut^ 
ficient to strongly recommend their 
introduction into such families as 
have not already provided them. 

Economists may object to Ihe ex- 
pense, but ihat objection cannot be 
gracefully made by those who have 
it in tlieir power to apply the reme- 
dies we have seen recommended, of 
roUingthe suffering person in acflr- 
pet oihearth-rug, to extinguish the 
flame. Surely those who can afford 
to use such expensive articles of fur- 
niture, naay well expend a much 
sra4ller sum than would purchase 
either, on an article which may b« 
tlie means of saving thetn ^om. the 
pressure of an " uautterable wetgJit of 
woe." 

That husband or parent may never 
experience the calamity, which these 
remarks are intended to prevent, is 
the tinceie wi^ of B.R, 

jUUuiurough, H'id Dec. 
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ON MAGAZINES. 

THIS word, from its original mpan- 
iug and application, carries m it 
the id<'a oi a storehouse, where is 
deposited various and useful treasure. 
How' far the miscellaneous jf>ubKcations 
which have assumed this name, answer 
to theoriginal idea, which their prospec- 
tus promises, their contents, fiom one 
period, to another, will evince. 



